PERISCOPE. 


649 

observed that she could not extend the third, fourth and 
fifth fingers. After forced extension the fingers would fall 
back into the half clenched position. Faradization was 
employed while she lay abed, but the paralysis remained 
unaltered. Only after four weeks she began to move her 
middle fingers and after six weeks was the mobility of the 
fingers restored. The writer, on account of the persistence 
of the paralysis, is of the opinion that the point of the hypo¬ 
dermatic needle must have struck a branch of the radial 
nerve, or that the ether set up a neuritis. Whatever may 
be the explanation, he advises greater care in the use of 
ether. Tincture of musk or oleum camphoratum may be 
used as substitutes, for they act fully as well as stimulants 
and have no such disagreeable side action. If one will use 
ether then one should inject where the nerve-branches are 
few in number and well covered by skin and fat. 

F. H. P. 

THE NERVOUS SEQUELS OF INFLUENZA. 

According to Harold W. Moyer, in “Med. Age,” Au¬ 
gust 25, 1891, the nervous sequelae of influenza are mainly 
due to disturbance in the nutrition of the nerve centres and 
are usually functional in character. The direct lesions so 
often found after diphtheria, the exanthemata and other in¬ 
fectious disorders, are wanting. Neurasthenia is by far the 
most frequent disorder following influenza and is usually 
accompanied by severe pains and great depression, but differs 
in no other respect from those cases in which the cause is 
to be referred to traumatism, emotional disturbance, or 
other factors. A. F. 

THE PHYSIOLOGY AND PATHOLOGY OF THE 
ANAL REFLEX. 

Rossolimo, of Moscow, in the “ Neurologisches Central- 
blatt,” No. 9, 1891, makes a communication on the physi¬ 
ology and pathology of the anal reflex. If one separate 
the buttocks from each other with the hands and touch the 
skin around the anus or its mucous membrane, a distinct 
contraction of the external sphincter takes place. If the 
stimulus be increased, the anus is drawn in and the glutei 
may even be drawn together. 

This reflex has been made the subject of a special in¬ 
vestigation on the neurological material of the Moscow 
hospitals, whereby he finds that— 
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It is increased in neurasthenic patients with augmented 
cutaneous reflexes in general; in transverse myelitis situ¬ 
ated high up in the cord and, finally, in anatomical neuro¬ 
ses with increased functions of the sensory nerves; 

It is decreased, respectively, extinguished in multiple 
neuritis, with extension of the process to the sacral plexus; 
in tabes dorsalis with disturbances of the organs of the true 
pelvis and with more or less pronounced anaesthesia of the 
anal region; in myelitis of the lower segment of the lumbar 
cord, which is most frequently combined with anaesthesia 
of the rectum, anus and urethra; 

It is normal in functional neuroses of the bladder, re¬ 
spectively, those involving evacuation of the bladder; in 
neuroses of defecation and of the genital organs. 

F. H. P. 

MITRAL STENOSIS AND HYSTERIA. 

Girandeau thinks that he has observed more or less grave 
hysteric phenomena in men who have for years, and perhaps 
since birth, suffered from mitral stenosis. This peculiarity 
he does not regard as striking, but ascribes it to a congeni¬ 
tal weakness of the nervous system. These individuals 
present, also, other signs of congenital anomalies of devel¬ 
opment.—(Norsk Magazin for Ssegevidenskaben, No. 7, 
1891.) F. H. P. 

INTESTINAL ATONY AND BASEDOW’S 
DISEASE. 

A recent number of the “Deutsche medicinal Zeitung’’ 
refers to the researches of Dr. S. Federn in this direction. 
He finds that atony of the bowels, especially of the large 
intestine, a condition frequently overlooked, is accountable 
for many of the ailments of the nervous system now attri¬ 
buted to other or unaccountable causes. 

The condition is one which depends more particularly 
on a disturbance of digestion, as manifested by an intest¬ 
inal catarrh, similar to the nasal catarrh due to polypus. 
That to this cause can be laid cardiac asthma, neuralgias 
and other neuroses there can be no doubt. He has found 
that Basedow’s disease is in some instances directly trace¬ 
able to intestinal atony. It is a disease due to irritability 
of the central nervous system resulting from disturbance in 
the function of some peripheral organ, generally of the in¬ 
testines. This functional disturbance reacts upon the 
sympathetic and in turn upon the central nervous system. 



